RAILWAY SURVEYOR'S ADVENTUROUS  LIE   n
a sign of movement was displayed among the inmates,
and the robbers silently forced an entrance through the
windows and door. Once inside the building they were
greeted with a warm fusillade of lead, and in accordance
with the characteristics of their ilk, they did not stop to
reply, but beat as hurried retreat as they could under the
assistance of bullets, leaving some of their number hors de
combat. When day broke the besieged party examined the
fruits of their marksmanship, and to their intense surprise
discovered that the dead included the mayor of the city,
and one or two of his companions who had carried out the
negotiations for the contribution to the improvement fund,
and who had been so remarkably solicitous concerning the
city's welfare !
It will be realised that the surveyor who undertakes the
plotting of the line through a new country must be a man
of illimitable resource and capacity, and at the same time
ready to meet any development. It must be confessed,
however, that the work, from its adventurous aspect,
appeals strongly to the young engineer anxious to get
away from monotonous routine.